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DETERMINATION OF THE REASONABLE OR PERMISSIBLE MARGIN
OF ERROR IN DISPENSING.

BY MARVIN J. ANDREWS.
(Continued from page 763.)

TABLE VI.—SUMMARY oF RESULTS.

Number of Batches of Powders. Percentage of Batches of
Prescription Average Falling within Powders Falling within
Number. S. D. 1XS5. D 2XS. D. 3XS.D. 1 X S.D. 2 X 5. D. 3 XS.D.
1 0.345 14 16 . 46.66 53.33
2 0.185 16 14 . 53.33 46.66
3 0.525 16 14 . 53.33 46.66 e
4 0.574 16 13 1 53.33 43.33 3.33
5 0.696 17 12 1 56.66 40.00 3.33
6 0.294 17 10 3 56.66 33.33 10.00
7 0.186 17 13 . 56.66 43.33 .
8 0.228 35 23 2 58.33 38.33 3.33
9 0.523 35 19 8 55.00 31.66 13.33
10 0.526 29 31 . 48.33 51.66 .
11 0.185 38 20 2 63.33 33.33 3.33
Totals 248 185 17 55.11 41.11 3.77

An examination of the table shows that 96.22 per cent (55.11 per cent + 41.11 per cent)
of a total of 450 batches of powders filled fall within twice the standard deviation for weight.
So far as the prescriptions used in these tests are concerned, therefore, this deviation might well
be taken as defining the limit for reasonable or permissible error.

CAPSULES.

Capsules are prepared in much the same way as powders, hence the possibilities to err
may be expected to be the same. This is demonstrated to be true by the results of the tests re-
ported herein. The preparation of capsules, however, presents an additional opportunity to err
in that the bulk material must be filled into the capsules. In some instances, a division of the





